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After rescuing 25 children from a massacre she was forced to witness during the tragic
conflicts between Hutu and Tutsi in Burundi in 1993, Marguerite “Maggy” Barankitse
decided to set up Maison Shalom, a shelter to aid children in need and to provide access
to healthcare, education, and culture to over 20,000 orphaned children. Over 22 years,
Maison Shalom had grown into a large complex of schools, hospitals, and a network of
care across Burundi with the purpose of improving the lives of Burundi’s children through
integrated and sustainable development that aimed to foster a lasting peace in Burundi.
However, in 2015 Maggy was forced to flee her country and everything she had work for,
after Burundi had plunged into a political crisis, with daily assassinations, tortures and
rapes. Far from surrendering, Maggy decided to dedicate all her energy to help more
than 90.000 Burundian refugees in Rwanda. In 2016, she opened the Community Center
Oasis of Peace in order to school children, offer psychosocial support to victims of
torture and rape, and to implement activities of sustainable development in areas such
as health, education, vocational training, culture and income-generation.
Marguerite Barankitse is an internationally acclaimed humanitarian activist devoted to
improving the welfare of children and challenging ethnic discrimination. She is the
recipient of numerous awards, including the Aurora Prize for Awakening Humanity
(2016), the Opus Prize (2008), UNESCO (2008), the Nansen Refugee Award (2006), the
World Children’s prize (2003), and the French Government’s Human Rights Prize (1998).
For more information:
Youtube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/MaisonShalom
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MaisonShalom/
Twitter: www.twitter.com/Maison_Shalom
Website: www.maisonshalom.org

