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The early modern world was a 
place of intensified religious 
e n c o u n t e r s . T h e r e l i g i o u s 
reformations that originated in 
Central Europe and swept through 
t h e c o n t i n e n t l e d t o t h e 
fragmentation of Christendom, as 
a consequence of which early 
modern men and women began to 
view themselves and each other 
through a new confessional lens. 
The advancing global isat ion 
further complicated the early 
modern religious landscapes by 
f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e C h r i s t i a n s ’ 
encounters with various, often 
unfamiliar, belief systems. These 
interactions sparked conflict as 
much as they prompted early 
modern men and women to devise 
ways to coexist. With the advent of 
Enlightenment this ability to 
tolerate other religious beliefs 
acqu i red ideo log ica l va lue : 
toleration came to be viewed as a 
virtue, a mark of a society’s 
advancement, and a distinctive 
achievement of the West. In a way 
representative of this tradition, 
previous histories of toleration 
searched the premodern world for 

roots of the modern phenomena. In 
recent decades, however, scholars 
have challenged this myth of the 
rise of religious tolerance, by 
revealing that neither did the 
practices of toleration evolve in a 
progressive way, nor were they 
unique to the West. Toleration in 
the early modern world, as it is 
principally understood nowadays, 
was a practical solution, rather 
than an ideological position. But is 
possible to recalibrate this picture 
and reintegrate the ideological 
factors into our considerations of 
religious coexistence? After all, 
premodern societies, by and large, 
saw their communities as a sacred 
body; the practices of toleration 
were thus never fully divorced from 
i n d i v i d u a l a n d c o m m u n a l 
c o n c e p t i o n s o f p i e t y. T h i s 
workshop wil l explore these 
dynamics with fresh eyes by 
considering a variety of intellectual, 
social, cultural, artistic, and 
political efforts which aimed to 
foster peace, unity, and conciliation 
within and between religious 
groups.
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Tim Olin, Central College 
Tim Olin is an Assistant Professor of History at 
Central College in Iowa. He was awarded his 
Ph.D. in history from Purdue in August, 2015. 
Based on archival research in Austria, Hunga-
ry, Romania, and Serbia, his dissertation, 
“Expanding Europe: German Borderland Colo-
nization in the Banat of Temesvár, 1716-
1847,” explored issues of migration, assimila-
tion, and inter-ethnic relations on the Habs-
burg frontier. The manuscript received a 
“Distinguished Dissertation Award” from Pur-
due’s College of Liberal Arts and the biennial 
“Dissertation Prize for 2016” from the Center 
for Austrian Studies. His article, “Cultivating an 
Orderly Society: Physical and Mental Land-
scapes on the Habsburg’s Southern Frontiers” 
was published in the Austrian History Year-
book in 2017. Most recently, his article, 
“’Flüchtlinge’ oder ‘Auswanderer’? Migration 
aus dem Osmanischen Reich in das Banat im 
18. Jahrhundert” is scheduled to be published 
in a collected volume in Austria later this year. 
He earned his MA in history from Purdue and a 
BA and MA in German from the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison. Before coming to Purdue, 
Tim was a Peace Corps volunteer in Kyrgyzstan 
where he taught English and German. 

Amy Onstot, University of Minnesota 
Amy Onstot is a Ph. D. student in the field of 
Musicology at the University of Minnesota.  
She received her BA in saxophone performance 
from Waldorf College in Forest City Iowa and 
obtained her Master’s of Music from Western 
Illinois University.  Her research interests in-
clude music and patronage, Italian Baroque 
music, music in Eighteenth-Century Austria, 
and coronations.  She has presented at the 
annual Convention of the Centers for Austrian 
Studies in Jerusalem in November 2016, in the 
international workshop “Musical culture/s of 
the Habsburg Monarchy and its successors 
states between the 18th and 20th century” at 
the University for Performing Arts in Vienna in 
February 2017, and at the 2017 Conference of 
the Austrian Studies Association.  She is cur-
rently working on her dissertation, Musical 
Patronage and the Portrayal of Monarchical 
Power at the Court of Maria Theresa 1740-
1780.   

Lucia Staiano-Daniels,  
University of California, Los Angeles 
Lucia Staiano-Daniels was born on 24  
November, 1981, in Albuquerque New Mexico. 
She was fortunate to go to the best college in 
the United States, St. John’s College, known for 
its demanding Great Books program. She likes 
to say that although she did not know she 

would become an early modernist, in being 
exposed to the classical works of Western 
thought at a young age ensured that she read 
the same things my subjects read. She then got 
a Masters’ in Eastern Classics from the same 
school and a Masters’ in Interdisciplinary 
Studies from NYU, mostly for fun. 
After studying Latin and German, she entered 
UCLA’s History program, where her advisors 
are David Sabean and Geoffrey Symcox. With 
the latter and Joan Waugh, she has been one of 
the organizers of a military history study group 
at the university, which has met for several 
years now. She travels frequently to the United 
Kingdom, where she has been honored to work 
with Peter Wilson and David Parrott. 
 

Greg Tomlinson, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge 
Greg Tomlinson is a Ph.D candidate in German 
history at Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge. The focus of his doctoral thesis is the 
intersection of land surveys and speculation, 
the rising political aspirations of Bavarian 
economic liberals, and the state efforts led by 
kings Max I Joseph and Ludwig I to restrict the 
activities of republican political actors. He 
conducted research at the Bayerisches 
Hauptstaatsarchiv and Staatsarchiv in Munich.  
 
Madalina Veres, Temple University 
Madalina Veres is a Visiting Fellow at Temple 
University’s Center for the Study of Force and 
Diplomacy. She is an historian of the Habsburg 
Monarchy in a global context and is interested 
in the history of science in the early-modern 
period with a focus on cartography. She is 
currently working on her book manuscript 
entitled “Foot Soldiers of Empire. Habsburg 
Cartographers in the Age of Enlightened Re-
form” based on her PhD dissertation defended 
at the University of Pittsburgh in 2015. Mada-
lina’s work has appeared in journals, such as 
the Austrian History Yearbook and Itinerario, 
International Journal on the History of Europe-
an Expansion and Global Interaction, and in 
collective volumes dedicated to the history of  
cartography. 
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Programme


Monday, 22 May


20.00 Welcome Aperitivo


Tuesday, 23 May


9.00–9.15 Welcome and Opening Remarks


9.15—10.45 Panel I

Kelly Kaelin

Respondent: Lily Chadwick


Rosie Maxton

Respondent: Sultan Toprak Oker


10.45—11.15 Coffee Break


11.15-12.45 Panel II

Anastazja Grudnicka

Respondent: Willemijn Tuinstra 


Kate Shore

Respondent: Odile Panetta


12.45—13.45 Lunch Break


13.45—15.45 Panel III

Fikri Cicek

Respondent: Kelly Kaelin


Willemijn Tuinstra

Respondent: Mark Allen


Odile Panetta

Respondent: Frank Lacopo


20.00 Dinner


Wednesday, 24 May


9.00-10.30 Panel V

Mark Allen

Respondent: Anastazja Grudnicka


William Theiss

Respondent: Kate Shore


10.30—11.00 Coffee Break


11.00—13.00 Lecture by Katharine Gerbner

‘African Epistemologies, Slavery, and the 
Criminalization of Knowledge in the Atlantic World’

(in collaboration with the History of Science and 
Medicine Working Group)


13.00—14.15 Lunch and Coffee Break


14.15—15.45 Panel VI

Frank Lacopo

Respondent: William Theiss


Sultan Toprak Oker

Respondent Bogdan Pavlish


15.45—16.00 Coffee Break


16.00-17.30 Panel VII

Lily Chadwick

Respondent: Fikri Cicek


Bogdan Pavlish

Respondent: Rosie Maxton


17.30 Farewell Aperitivo 



